Town Of Orange

Planning Board Minutes

8-25-09

Present:  Michael Moore, Pat Smith, Jim Basford, Bruce Scherer, Dick Sheridan, Bruce St. John

Absent:  

Guests:  

Opened at 7:10 pm

Minutes:  Minutes of 8-11-09 were reviewed.

Jim Basford moves to accept the minutes of 8-11-09; Michael Moore 2nd; approved by a vote of 4-0, two members recused themselves due to absence (Sheridan and St. John).

ANR—Leonard Crossman—Wheeler Avenue:  Informal discussion with Mr. Crossman regarding his proposed plans to split off two lots.  The lots did not meet current zoning requirements and Mr. Crossman had other concerns and will go back to his surveyor to redraw the plans.

Review of Mail:

· Memo from Town Administrator regarding STM, October 15, 2009
Board Business:

Board reviewed the information on sample digital recorders provided by Nancy and discussed which one would be most appropriate for purchase.

Jim Basford moves to approve the purchase of the Olympus WS-210S Digital Voice Recorder for use by the Planning Board; Michael Moore 2nd; unanimously approved.

Special Permit Public Hearing (continued) for Mahan and Walsh LLC dba Shamrock Motors, 30 New Athol Road:
Public Hearing re-opened at 7:35 pm.  Board members agreed that it was appropriate to begin early since all parties were present and no members of the public had attended the first session of the Public Hearing.  Board Members Dick Sheridan and Bruce St. John left at this point as they had not been present for the first session of the Public Hearing.  Paul Mahan and Ed Berry, P.L.S., were present to discuss the application.  

Requested modifications have been incorporated onto a revised plan so that no vehicles will be parked within 20 feet of the street right of way line.  The changes have resulted in a maximum of 35 cars for sale plus 5 for employees and customers.  Mr. Berry indicated that the revised plan was submitted to Town Hall on Friday, August 21, 2009 and a copy was personally delivered to Brian Gale, Building Inspector, on the same date.  No follow-up letter from Mr. Gale was located in the file.  

Additional materials received:

· Memo from MassHighway, Kenneth Crochiere, to Rick Kwiatkowski:  Mr. Crochiere reviewed the location and found the sight was estimated at about 420 feet looking east and 400 feet looking west, which could be enhanced by trimming tree limbs, which he recommends.  He indicated that they have adequate sight distance at 30 New Athol Road; however, he also recommended that the driveway configuration with a utility pole in the middle should be modified under a permit.  
Members discussed recent accident at the location and the propensity of drivers to speed in the area.  As the area develops, it would be a perfect time to request that MassHighway reduce the speed limit on that stretch.  

Chair read the relevant portions of the Draft Special Permit aloud.  The Board discussed a correction to language regarding drainage on page 2 of the Findings and Conditions.  The Board reviewed each of the draft conditions and revised the number of cars on sale to 35 and 5 for customers/employees in condition #1 added the full title and date of the Revised Plan in condition #4.  The Board having completed its review of the Draft Special Permit and no members of the public having arrived, it was decided to close the hearing and vote on the proposal.

Jim Basford moves to close Public Hearing at 8:05 p.m.; Michael Moore 2nd; unanimously approved.  

Jim Basford moves to grant the revised Shamrock Motors Special Permit; Michael Moore 2nd; unanimously approved.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A. Smith, Planning Board Clerk 
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