Town Of Orange

Planning Board Minutes

4-28-09

Present:
Bruce Scherer, Patricia A. Smith, Jim Basford, Bruce St. John, Richard Sheridan

Absent:
Michael Moore

Guests:
None

Meeting opened at 7:05 pm
Review of Minutes:

Minutes of 4-14-09 were reviewed.

Jim Basford moved to approve the minutes of 4-14-09, as amended by fixing the name of the street to Crowl St. in Public Comment section of meteorological tower public hearing; Richard Sheridan 2nd; approved unanimously.

Review of Mail:

· Views from Mount Grace

· “Building Communities That Work” flyer
· Survey from Wharton School – looking for a response
· Chapter 40B Conference flyer

· Unifund flyer re 43D Expedited Permitting

· Town of Wendell Public Hearing Notice on Zoning Bylaw revisions re adult entertainment, wireless communications, administration, etc.

· Release of funds #6 – Millers Landing.  Sewer line reported to have been approved by Ed Billiel, bill for $55,208.94; $154,791.06 remaining.  No copy of a log or e-mail provided to document approval of the work.

· Memo from Town Administrator – Sexual Harassment Policy

(each board member signed “verification of receipt” form and returned to Nancy)
ANR – Ronald Wood Shovan, et al – West Main Street and Warwick Road:
Two new plots being created. The lots have adequate frontage for the district.  The fee was paid.

Bruce St. John moves to approve the Shovan ANR; Richard Sheridan 2nd; unanimously approved.

Board Business:

Soren Rono, Architect:  Mr. Rono is architect for the 50 South Main St. project being developed by Michael Humphries.  He was under the impression that a public hearing was scheduled on the project for tonight.  Board members explained that they had not yet reviewed the application to determine if it is complete and set a public hearing date.  Chair checked the files in the Administrative Coordinator’s office and reported that there was not yet a submitted application.  The Board advised the architect to double check with the applicant to determine when the public hearing date is set.  

Expedited Permitting Website Materials:  Materials reviewed at last meeting have been added to the website.  

Report of the Clerk:  Pat Smith, Clerk, reported that the Yohan Meteorological Tower Special Permit was submitted to the Town Clerk today.  A copy was available for review by the Board.  She also provided a copy of a letter from the Chair that was submitted in support of a grant application to the EPA Smart Growth Implementation Assistance Program at the request of Alec MacLeod, Conservation Commission Chair.  

LID Working Group:  The Board reviewed a memo from Kimberly McPhee of FRCOG regarding a sample LID regulation from Easton that can be used as a template for a new section for Orange’s Subdivision Regulations.  Discussed what a LID section of the Subdivision Regulations would apply to and what it would not apply to.  This bylaw would not apply to single-or two-family homes unless they have stormwater discharges that may potentially affect a critical area.  Concerned about site conditions in subdivisions that are not related to critical areas or road construction, but deal with erosion.  Engineer should be reviewing the stormwater management from the perspective of the whole site.  Need to have a certified engineer to sign off on even small projects to certify that they have reviewed the stormwater discharge to create a record in the event of a problem in the future.  Same kind of approach that we already ask in regard to Performance Standards.  Need to be sure that we ask the question whether there are any other stormwater management issues on the site that would affect the public roadway.  Board discussed the extent to which the Planning Board and the Town have jurisdiction over the stormwater issues on private lots.  Committee would like to have the opportunity to review the Easton sample and would like to have a document that can be incorporated in our Subdivision Regulations.  Would be helpful if Kimberly can be present for a discussion to the Board.  

Special Permit/Site Plan Review Fees:  Jim Basford is reviewing other Town’s fees and Nancy provided some information about the hours required to perform tasks on our behalf.  Jim will take that and use that to work up a proposed revised fee schedule, once he gets information from Nancy regarding people’s hourly rates.  He is interested in distinguishing between large and small projects in the fees.

Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A. Smith, Planning Board Clerk 
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