Town Of Orange

Planning Board Minutes

11-24-09

Present:  Michael Moore, Pat Smith, Jim Basford, Bruce Scherer

Absent:  Dick Sheridan, Bruce St. John
Guests:  

Opened at 7:15 pm

Review of Mail:

· 2 Memos from Town Accountant, Lori Blanchard

· Notice from Warwick Planning Board of Public Hearing for Copper Angel Bakery and Restaurant

· Planning Board Copy of Mohawk Trail East Scenic Byway Corridor Management Plan from FRCOG

Minutes:  Minutes of 10/27/09 and were reviewed.

Jim Basford moves to accept the minutes of 10/27/09; Michael Moore 2nd; approved unanimously.

Preliminary Special Permit Review – Fiske Funeral Home – New Athol Road:  Mark Slater and Kevin Mack (owner) were present to discuss plans to construct a new funeral home on New Athol Road next to Time Warner and across from Bartlett’s Real Estate.  The building will include two main chapels and 83 parking spaces.  Copies of the Stormwater Management Plan and project narrative were ultimately located in Nancy’s office and were reviewed by the Board.  The Chair noted that this is a Special Permit and Site Plan Review application but the six Special Permit criteria are not addressed, including hours of operation, lighting, signage, traffic flow, etc.  These will have to be addressed in a revised narrative, as will the Site Plan Review requirements in Section 5400.  Site Plan itself looks like it has all the necessary information.

Bruce spoke with the Chair of the Conservation Commission and there may be extensive discussions with that Board regarding this application.  It makes sense for the applicant to work out the schedule so that the Planning Board acts after the Conservation Commission has acted to avoid having to come back for revisions to the Special Permit.  Board discussed the possible dates for scheduling the Planning Board Public Hearing and discussed the typical time frame for processing a Special Permit application.  

Board discussed the nature of the business and potential impacts on the surrounding commercial area, including traffic flow and patterns, etc.  Do not necessarily need a formal traffic study and traffic counts, but we will get comments from the Police Chief and the state will comment on curb cuts.  Might need to have a flashing light or some mechanism to warn motorists during high traffic events.  The site may be compromised and that could complicate the process.  

Jim Basford moves to set the Public Hearing on January 26, 2010 @ 7:30 p.m.; Michael Moore 2nd; approved unanimously.
Board Business:

Board discussed the draft of fee schedule and application forms packet.  Bruce St. John has not yet gotten back to the Board with information from various Town boards regarding their administrative costs for processing applications.  The Fiske Funeral Home application would be a good opportunity to attach a memo to be submitted with the routing slip so that each respondent can let us know how much time they spend on the review.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A. Smith, Planning Board Clerk  (Audio recording also available)
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