Town Of Orange

Planning Board Minutes

8-12-08

Present:  Michael Moore, Bruce St. John, Patricia A. Smith, , Jim Basford, Richard Sheridan

Absent:  Bruce Scherer

Guests:  Donna Macnicol, Town Counsel

Meeting opened at 7:00 pm

43D Expedited Permitting Update:  Donna Macnicol, Town Counsel presented the draft Priority Development package to allow for 180-day permits.  Required materials include a checklist, an application package including all forms and instructions.  The Priority Development Sites (PDSs) all have Natural Heritage issues and all are subject to the Rivers Act.  The package is designed to inform the public of all the issues and forms that would be involved in an application.  New water service may or may not be required, but there are time restrictions that may make it difficult to meet the 180 day requirement.  The Sewer Consent Decree with DEP may also be an issue, as it will require that no project be permitted unless there is sufficient capacity.  The suggestion is that a third of Sewer Bank be set aside for PDSs, a third for commercial, and one third for residential, and that it include a provision that allows for borrowing from one to the other.  Consent decree will include the requirement that roof drains be eliminated, and that will add to the bank.  Donna would appreciate any helpful suggestions regarding the substance and any editorial comments.  If only the permitting must be done in the 180 days, the timing on completion of the work (such as for a water hook-up) may be less important.

Add to agenda for the 26th for discussion.  Public Hearing will need to take place on September 9 or soon thereafter to meet state deadlines.  If necessary, the Planning Board could have a special meeting for the Hearing.  Package must be in to the state by Sept. 17.  Changes could also be made subsequently to improve the materials.

Donna passed out a marked-up copy of Zoning Bylaws.  The primary question is do we just use the CARD District for these sites or do we add another District that consists of just the three PDSs?  Do we want to change the boundary definition, use schedule, the dimensional schedule, parking requirements, performance standards, site plan review standards and timing, zoning map?  Need to think about changes to the use table that would change allowed uses to be more restrictive than the current bylaws and the potential negative impact on property owners.  Need to decide whether we want residential, manufacturing, etc.  We do not have to change the Bylaws, will do it only if we want to.  May be that the only change that we make would be to eliminate the rear and side setbacks in the CARD District, which were mistakenly included in the 2006 Bylaw revision.  Town Counsel will be available for the Public Hearing.  Comments to Town Counsel as soon as possible after the meeting on the 26th.  Need final package on the 27th for legal notices of Public Hearing to be posted.

Citizen Petition Noise Bylaw Public Hearing:  Acting Chair Jim Basford opened the Public Hearing at 7:34 pm and read the legal notice.  The petitioner was not present to speak on behalf of the proposal.  

Comments from Town Boards:

Town Clerk—Bylaw does not affect her office, but raised concerns about equipment for monitoring and monitoring responsibility, lawn mowers, existing businesses with noise levels that exceed levels, farmers and their equipment. 

Board of Health—No comment

Tax Collector—No comment

Public Comment:

Charles Champagne, 125 Eagleville Rd.—does not see why a farmer should have to buy new equipment.  There are motorcycle businesses and other businesses that make noise.  The Town has lots of noise problems but there is nothing that anyone can do about it.  Favors the proposal to an extent but not necessarily the way it is written.  A guy doing his regular daily job should not be subject to these provisions.  Need activity for the Town to survive.  Problems exist all over Town, not just in the Eagleville Road neighborhood.  

Henry Ortell, Horton Rd.—Difference between business noise and nuisance noise.  Not sure how you are going to put the policy together and how you are going to have someone running around Town with meters.  There are nuisance issues that should be addressed.

Pat pointed out that the Zoning Bylaws do include a Disturbances section (Section 3330) that sets sound levels in the various districts and time frames for controlling noise.  The Building Inspector would be the Zoning Enforcement Officer, and the Police are another source of assistance with public nuisance.  The Town does not have meters on hand.

Sense of the Acting Chair and other members of the Board that we should take this and the Lighting Bylaw motions up at the same time with draft language before us before we vote.  The members of the Board are not in favor of the Bylaw as drafted.  Discussed again the nature of the wording of the motions, with reference to Roberts Rules of Order.  Pat will draw up draft language for review and a vote on both the lighting and noise bylaws will be held at our next meeting.  Jim Basford is interested in the issue and will do some more investigation of enforcement questions.

Jim Basford moves to close the Public Hearing; Bruce St. John 2nd; motion passed unanimously.

Review of Minutes:  Minutes from 7/22/08 were reviewed. 

Bruce St. John moves to approve the minutes of 7/22/08; Michael Moore 2nd.  Motion was approved unanimously.

Review of Mail

· Notice Finding & Decision – Town of Warwick ZBA, 24 Sammy Lane—granted SP 

· Memo from Rick Kwiatkowski Town Administrator, dated 7-28-08 regarding FY09 budget and the problems associated with it.  Would like to reduce services, but not the workforce.  Looking suggestions from Dept. Heads at the August 15 meeting at 11:30 am.  All spending is frozen until that meeting.  Dick Sheridan will be attending and will represent the Planning Board in the event that the Chair is not able to attend.  Not too much in our budget that could be cut.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A. Smith, Planning Board Clerk 
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