Town Of Orange

Planning Board Minutes

6-24-08

Present:  Michael Moore, Bruce St. John, , Richard Sheridan, Patricia A. Smith, Bruce Scherer

Absent:  Jim Basford

Guests:  none

Meeting opened at 7:00 pm.  .  

Review of Mail:

· DCR Downstream Newsletter

· Notice of Public Hearing – Athol Zoning Board of Appeals

· FRCOG Meeting Notice

· Memo from Rick Kwiatkowski – Mandatory meeting on August 15, 2008 for all Department Heads and Chairmen of Boards, Commissions and Committees
Review of Minutes:  Minutes from 6/10/08 were reviewed. 

Dick Sheridan moves to approve the minutes of 6/10/08; Michael Moore 2nd.  Motion was approved unanimously.

MGL, Chapter 44, Section 53G:  Rick offers the use of Town Counsel to assist in drafting language for the Board to accept this statute to give us the ability to charge applicants for consultants required in the review of their proposals.  Chair read some elements of the statute and the Board discussed whether we could adopt the statute in our own regulations or whether we needed to have it adopted by Town Meeting.  Pat reported that discussions on this point took place between the Town Administrator and Town Counsel and it was determined that we could do it under our own authority.  We need to make sure that we indicate all the outside consultants that might be needed on individual projects, including legal counsel, who is now charged to general revenues.  The Board would like to see the language recommended by Town Counsel.
Franklin Regional Planning Board Representative:  The Board received a request from the Franklin Regional Council of Governments for the designation of a representative from the Town of Orange to the Franklin Regional Planning Board.  Michael Moore has been the designated representative, but he has been unable to attend meetings due to schedule conflicts.  The Board would like to see if Jim Basford would be willing to take on this responsibility.  Hold for our next meeting when he is present.

2008 Orange Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP):  Chair explained the process of updating the 2001 OSRP and Pat explained that it is necessary for it to be approved by the State to establish eligibility for various grant programs.
Dick Sheridan moves to adopt the 2008 OSRP; Michael Moore 2nd; unanimously approved.

Bruce St. John moves to enable the Chair to sign a letter of support for the 2008 OSRP; Dick Sheridan 2nd; unanimously approved.  

Hearing Date For The Petition Questions From Dan Sheehan:  Public Hearing on the proposed Outdoor Lighting Bylaw set for July 22 @ 7:30 pm.  Not sure if buffer bylaw would fall under our jurisdiction; need to determine if we should be holding a hearing on that or if it should be done by the Conservation Commission.  Will schedule other hearings for subsequent meetings over the summer.

ANR – Timothy Roach – Pleasant Street:  Property located in Zoning District A.  File notes that fee is paid.  Creating a new lot.  Plan shows appropriate frontage for the district.
Bruce St. John moves to approve the Roach ANR on Pleasant Street; Dick Sheridan 2nd; unanimously approved.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A. Smith, Planning Board Clerk 
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