Town Of Orange

Planning Board Minutes

4-22-08

Present:  Michael Moore, Bruce St. John, Jim Basford, Richard Sheridan, Patricia A. Smith, Bruce Scherer

Absent:  none

Visitors:  none

Meeting opened at 7:10 pm.  

Board Business—Reorganization of the Planning Board:  

Dick Sheridan moved to open the discussion of reorganizing the Planning Board.  He suggested that it be done in a fashion similar to what the Board of Selectmen does, with the positions rotating according to some established criteria.  On the BOS, the member with the shortest time left on their tenure sits as Chair.  If someone is in a position for too long, everyone loses sight of  the fact that they have no authority beyond being a member of the Board, and may have outside contacts that are inappropriate.  Rotation brings diversity to the Board and gives everyone a chance to try out the positions and to appreciate the difficulty of controlling meetings.  Jim pointed out that there is a difference between the elected Board of  Selectmen and the appointed Planning Board.  It is important to reorganize regularly but if we do it too often then we lose efficiencies.  Michael pointed out that the Clerk taking the minutes is doing a good job and no one else would do as good a job.  The current Chair pointed out that he does field questions from the public.  Dick felt that the Board should have voted on the Clerk having contact with Town Counsel during the recent Subdivision application review, rather than doing so without previous approval.  Issues should be reviewed by the Board as a whole, but that may result in inefficiencies and in deliberations of all kinds taking longer.  Decisions should not be made outside of a public hearing.  Chair pointed out that the Clerk was discussing with Town Counsel what would be appropriate in a given document, but was not seeking to direct the decisions.  Not fair to keep one individual in the Clerk position because she is good at it, and have other positions rotate.  Board of Selectmen can do the rotation because they have staff to take care of the minutes.  Could we use the recorder and have a transcript/minutes generated from that?  Could we do 3-year rotations, allowing for people to have their preferences taken into account if they want to continue in a position or if they do not wish to be in a position?  Michael said that his objection had been to the way the meeting was handled by the Vice Chair and no matter how we rotate, how are we going to deal with that problem?  Pat suggested that we have a regular time to revisit the Board’s organization, like at the beginning of the fiscal year, to allow for revision if necessary.  The members of the Board will always have the option of suggesting a change at any time in response to an issue that arises.  Dick explained that he was trying to get control of the meeting when he behaved in an inappropriate manner.  

Bruce St. John moves that the first meeting of every calendar year we should take up the discussion of the Planning Board’s organization; Michael Moore 2nd; unanimously approved.

Michael Moore moves to nominate Bruce Scherer as Chair, Jim Basford as Vice Chair, and Pat Smith as Clerk;  Dick Sheridan 2nd; unanimously approved.
Grrr Gear Inc., 334 East Main St.:—Al Noyes was present to discuss his proposal.  He wants to move to the Aircom Building on East Main St. and change the use from manufacturing to commercial/retail use.  Building is a total of 3,000 square feet.  Handed out copies of a narrative addressing the requirements of Section 4600.  A question was raised about the required buffer surrounding the parking area in section 4620(g).  Applicant is requesting a waiver of that provision, as there is not room on the property and the abutting property does not have a buffer.

Dick Sheridan moves a waiver of the 5-foot parking buffer provision in Section 4620(g), Michael Moore 2nd; unanimously approved.

Dick Sheridan moved that the Planning Board determines that the proposal for a change of use at 334 East Main St. meets the Board’s performance standards; Bruce St. John 2nd; unanimously approved.  

Review of Minutes:  Minutes from 4-4-08 and 4-8-08 were reviewed.  

Michael Moore moves to approve the minutes of 4-4-08; Jim Basford 2nd;  motion was approved by a vote of 5-0 (with one abstention, Bruce St. John).

Bruce St. John moves to approve the minutes of 4-8-08; Michael Moore 2nd; motion was approved by a vote of 5-0 (with one abstention, Bruce Scherer).

Review of Mail:

· Athol Zoning Board of Appeals – Notice of Decision 

· Notice regarding Mt. Grace Conservation Trust’s new handbook

· Invitation to Mass. Federation of Planning and Apeals Boards on May 8, 2008 at the Yankee Peddlar Restaurant in Holyoke beginning at 5:45

· Millers Landing pre-construction meeting on Wednesday, April 30, 2008 at 10 am.  Not clear if any member will be available.

· Annual Town Meeting June 16; please submit warrant article requests by April 25.

· Planning Board Budget

· Town’s Sexual Harassment Policy – it was passed out and was signed by all members of the Board.

Evergreen Acres Road Acceptance Report:  Clerk presented a draft report to be submitted to the Board of Selectmen on the proposed acceptance of Oak Drive and Drew Boulevard in Evergreen Acres.  Chair suggested that the report of the Board should state that the roads should not be accepted until the drainage problems have been proven to have been adequately addressed by waiting another year.  Is the drainage problem part of the new road or does it come from the main road?  Will it matter for the Town’s liability?  Bruce St. John feels that whatever our recommendation is, it should mention and defer to the Highway Superintendent.  The Board should be careful about its report and the weight that it might carry at Town Meeting.

Bruce St. John moves that we recommend to accept the roads if the conditions in the Planning Board letter to the Selectmen dated 4-22-08 are met and the drainage problems identified have been resolved to the satisfaction of the abutter in question and the Town’s Highway Department Superintendent; DS 2nd; approved unanimously.

Bruce St. John moves to accept Pat’s amendment to add drainage; Bruce St. John 2nd; motion approved.

Bruce St. John moves to send a letter to John Drew and that Larry LeClerc be notified as well, Dick Sheridan 2nd, unanimously approved.

Bruce St. John moves to send letter to Board of Selectmen as amended; Bruce St. John 2nd; unanimously approved.
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A. Smith, Planning Board Clerk 
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